
PREPARING OBJECT STORAGE 
FOR THE CLOUD DATA 
MANAGEMENT AVALANCHE 



Hybrid Cloud, thanks to its flexibility when deploying 
compute and storage, is the deployment architecture that 
most organizations are choosing for their cloud strategy. 
The challenge is that hybrid cloud, by its very nature, 
means that data is distributed across private and public 
clouds. Increasingly, organizations are not using a single 
public cloud provider either; they are using a combination 
of multiple public and regional providers to meet all their 
needs. At the same time data is growing both in numbers 
of objects and in total capacity. 

Distributed computing and datasets combined with 
overall data growth is creating a cloud data management 
avalanche that organizations need to prepare for now. 
The hybrid cloud takes the current data silo problem to 
a whole new level as data is scattered across the globe. 
Governance demands on data compounds the data silo 
problem. 

Unstructured Data will be the source of the avalanche, 
as according to IDC over 80% of data growth is from 
unstructured data. Another challenge is the potential billions 
of edge consumers and devices all collecting data for 
analysis and storage. 

In the new cloud era, data management becomes a must 
have capability for IT departments. IT Professionals need 
to not only meet the immediate capacity and performance 
demands placed on these datasets but they also need to 
have visibility and control over all unstructured data assets 
no matter where they are physically stored. 



Scality is one of the leading object storage providers in the 
market today, with ten years of experience in delivering 
cost-effective, scalable storage based on the Scality 
Ring architecture. Ring is a software-defined, native file 
and object storage solution designed for on-premises, 
large scale, storage of unstructured data. Its peer to peer 
architecture provides nearly unlimited scalability, excellent 
scale-out performance and an adaptive set of data 
protection mechanisms. 

Scality Zenko is a multi-cloud solution that provides a 
single, unified API across all clouds to simplify application 
development and the movement of dataset between 
clouds. It stores data in standard cloud formats to make 
data consumable directly by native cloud applications and 
servers. It also provides global search across all managed 
data, independent of cloud location. 

SCALITY UPDATE



In its latest announcement, Scality is updating its RING 
software and integrating Zenko into the solution, giving 
RING native multi-cloud capabilities. Scality Ring’s latest 
release, RING8, is designed to make the solution even more 
appealing to enterprises and service providers. First, RING8 
improves its enterprise security capabilities by including a 
new Key Management System integration via KMIP 1.2. It 
can also deploy on SE Linux “enforced mode” and eliminate 
the requirement of root access. 

RING8 also includes enhancements for Service Providers, 
a key part of Scality’s customer base. RING8 provides 
S3 based quotas for storage as a service (STaaS). It 
also includes AWS compatible IAM Bucket Policies that 
complement previous IAM User/Group Policies.

Both enterprises and service providers can take advantage 
of the enhancements to Scality’s Cloud Native Storage 
support. New in RING8 are AWS S3 Bucket Lifecycle 
transition API (XDM) & Bucket Notification API support as 
well as OpenStack Swift API support for the latest releases 
of OpenStack. RING8 also continues Scality’s excellent 
support with new scale-out NFS v4 and new IPv6 support 
for NFS and SMB with native encryption. 

WHAT’S NEW  
AT SCALITY?



The previously mentioned XDM capabilities mean that 
ZENKO multi-cloud data orchestration is integrated into 
RING. This capability extends RING8 core functionality 
to almost any cloud storage source. It provides a global 
metadata namespace, visibility and search across multiple 
RINGs and public clouds. Organizations can replicate and 
perform multi-cloud replication and lifecycle tiering across 
any combination of sources and targets. Organizations can 
leverage an on-premises RING and then as data ages, tier 
that data to Public Cloud Storage for long term retention.

ZENKO provides data visibility, control and orchestration 
across multiple clouds and Scality RINGS. In addition 
to the new lifecycle transition policies, ZENKO also 
introduces native support for NAS Filers and RING SOFS. 
It has policies to “cloud transform” filers, with discovery 
and import of existing NAS data. Lifecycle policies can 
be applied to these filers, moving data to RING or public 
cloud storage. It also enables NAS data to be accessed via 
RESTful protocols.

R ING8 XDM  
(EXTENDED DATA MANAGEMENT) 

ZENKO UPDATES 



With the introduction of RING8 and updates to 
ZENKO, Scality is positioning its solutions to provide 
organizations with the ability to perform holistic data 
visibility and orchestration from core to edge. The 
solution gives organizations the potential to eliminate 
cloud data silos and to much more easily comply with 
increasingly complex data governance policies. 

STORAGE 
SWISS  
TAKE



Storage Switzerland is the leading storage analyst 
firm focused on the emerging storage categories of 
memory-based storage (Flash), Big Data, virtualization, 
and cloud computing. The firm is widely recognized 
for its blogs, white papers and videos on current 
approaches such as all-flash arrays, deduplication, 
SSD’s, software-defined storage, backup appliances 
and storage networking. The name “Storage 
Switzerland” indicates a pledge to provide neutral 
analysis of the storage marketplace, rather than 
focusing on a single vendor approach.

Since 2009, Scality has been enabling people to derive 
maximum value from data by solving their cloud-scale 
data storage and management challenges with our 
award-winning RING and Zenko technologies. More than 
500 million users rely on Scality RING and Zenko™️ to 
store and manage hundreds of petabytes of data – more 
than one trillion data objects.

A recognized leader in distributed file and object 
storage, Scality offers solutions for today’s reality of 
hybrid and multi-cloud data management. RING turns 
commodity x86 servers into an unlimited storage pool 
for unstructured data, whether file or object; and the 
Zenko multi-cloud controller, available in open source 
and enterprise editions, provides a window into data, no 
matter where it lives, with orchestration, management 
and search functionality. Follow us on Twitter @scality 
and @zenko. Visit us at www.scality.com.
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